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THE KEY TO 
YOUR HEART

L E V E L :  B E G I N N E R

GAT H E R  YO U R  TO O LS

A large spoon or scoop, for cleaning the pumpkin

A thumbtack or a push pin, for tracing this design

A serrated knife or pumpkin carving tool, for carving this design

A tea light or an LED candle

I N ST R U CT I O N S

Cut a circle around the stem at the top of your pumpkin and remove the “lid.”

Scoop out the seeds and the pulp inside (save the seeds for roasting if you like!)

Scrape the inner walls to about 1-inch thick where you’ll be carving.

Tape this template to the pumpkin.

Use your thumbtack to poke holes along the outline of the design, creating a 
dotted line on your pumpkin.

Use a carving tool or small serrated knife to cut along the dotted lines.
(Tip: Carve in the center and work your way out to avoid putting pressure on 
already carved sections.)

Place a tea light or an LED candle inside your pumpkin.

Put the lid back on, and presto! You have your very own PA jack-o-lantern.
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HOME, HEART, AND 
THAT FALL-IER FEELING

L E V E L :  B E G I N N E R

GAT H E R  YO U R  TO O LS

A large spoon or scoop, for cleaning the pumpkin

A thumbtack or a push pin, for tracing this design

A serrated knife or pumpkin carving tool, for carving this design

A tea light or an LED candle

I N ST R U CT I O N S

Cut a circle around the stem at the top of your pumpkin and remove the “lid.”

Scoop out the seeds and the pulp inside (save the seeds for roasting if you like!)

Scrape the inner walls to about 1-inch thick where you’ll be carving.

Tape this template to the pumpkin.

Use your thumbtack to poke holes along the outline of the design, creating a 
dotted line on your pumpkin.

Use a carving tool or small serrated knife to cut along the dotted lines.
(Tip: Carve in the center and work your way out to avoid putting pressure on 
already carved sections.)

Place a tea light or an LED candle inside your pumpkin.

Put the lid back on, and presto! You have your very own PA jack-o-lantern.
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PENNA PRIDE

L E V E L :  B E G I N N E R

GAT H E R  YO U R  TO O LS

A large spoon or scoop, for cleaning the pumpkin

A thumbtack or a push pin, for tracing this design

A serrated knife or pumpkin carving tool, for carving this design

A tea light or an LED candle

I N ST R U CT I O N S

Cut a circle around the stem at the top of your pumpkin and remove the “lid.”

Scoop out the seeds and the pulp inside (save the seeds for roasting if you like!)

Scrape the inner walls to about 1-inch thick where you’ll be carving.

Tape this template to the pumpkin.

Use your thumbtack to poke holes along the outline of the design, creating a 
dotted line on your pumpkin.

Use a carving tool or small serrated knife to cut along the dotted lines.
(Tip: Carve in the center and work your way out to avoid putting pressure on 
already carved sections.)

Place a tea light or an LED candle inside your pumpkin.

Put the lid back on, and presto! You have your very own PA jack-o-lantern.
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YINZ READY 
FOR THIS?

L E V E L :  I N T E R M E D I A T E

GAT H E R  YO U R  TO O LS

A large spoon or scoop, for cleaning the pumpkin

A thumbtack or a push pin, for tracing this design

A serrated knife or pumpkin carving tool, for carving this design

A tea light or an LED candle

I N ST R U CT I O N S

Cut a circle around the stem at the top of your pumpkin and remove the “lid.”

Scoop out the seeds and the pulp inside (save the seeds for roasting if you like!)

Scrape the inner walls to about 1-inch thick where you’ll be carving.

Tape this template to the pumpkin.

Use your thumbtack to poke holes along the outline of the design, creating a 
dotted line on your pumpkin.

Use a carving tool or small serrated knife to cut along the dotted lines.
(Tip: Carve in the center and work your way out to avoid putting pressure on 
already carved sections.)

Place a tea light or an LED candle inside your pumpkin.

Put the lid back on, and presto! You have your very own PA jack-o-lantern.
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THIS JAWN’S LIT

L E V E L :  I N T E R M E D I A T E

GAT H E R  YO U R  TO O LS

A large spoon or scoop, for cleaning the pumpkin

A thumbtack or a push pin, for tracing this design

A serrated knife or pumpkin carving tool, for carving this design

A tea light or an LED candle

I N ST R U CT I O N S

Cut a circle around the stem at the top of your pumpkin and remove the “lid.”

Scoop out the seeds and the pulp inside (save the seeds for roasting if you like!)

Scrape the inner walls to about 1-inch thick where you’ll be carving.

Tape this template to the pumpkin.

Use your thumbtack to poke holes along the outline of the design, creating a 
dotted line on your pumpkin.

Use a carving tool or small serrated knife to cut along the dotted lines.
(Tip: Carve in the center and work your way out to avoid putting pressure on 
already carved sections.)

Place a tea light or an LED candle inside your pumpkin.

Put the lid back on, and presto! You have your very own PA jack-o-lantern.
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GOV-O-LANTERN
Design by Betsy Coe   |   PumpkinGenie.wordpress.com

L E V E L :  E X P E R T

GAT H E R  YO U R  TO O LS

A large spoon or scoop, for cleaning the pumpkin

Carbon or white transfer paper

Colored ballpoint pen

A small saw for carving

Clay loop, wood gouge, or linoleum carving tool

Paper towels or antibacterial wipes

I N ST R U CT I O N S

Cut a circle around the stem at the top of your pumpkin and remove the “lid.”

Scoop out the seeds and the pulp inside (save the seeds for roasting if you like!)

Scrape the inner walls to about 1-inch thick where you’ll be carving.

Tape this template, with a layer of carbon paper underneath, to your 
clean, dry pumpkin.

Trace the design with a colored pen
(Tip: A colored pen is helpful to show you which parts you’ve already transferred.

Working from the bottom right corner of the design (or the bottom left if you’re 
left-handed), carve out the black sections with a small saw. Starting at the 
bottom corner helps avoid wiping off the pattern you’ve just transferred. Use a 
gentle in-and-out motion without pressing down or twisting.
(Tip: Make sure the cut sections are loose enough to remove, but leave them in place 
until you’re done. This helps support the parts on the pumpkin that you want to keep.

Scrape gray sections with a wood gouge, clay loop, or linoleum carving tool.

Leave the white sections intact.

When all sections are complete, remove the loose pieces from the design. 

Light with a candle or battery-powered puck light.
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